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CROWHURST  PARISH  COUNCIL


Emma  Fulham, Clerk to Crowhurst Parish Council
Ten Acre Court Cat Street Upper Hartfield TN7 4DT 
e-mail: clerk@crowhurst-pc.gov.uk
Telephone/ Answer machine: 01342 822404 


Minutes to the Parish Council Meeting of Crowhurst Parish Council held on Tuesday 
11TH November 2025 at 7:30pm in Crowhurst Village Hall. 

Cllrs Present: Cllr G King (Chairman), Cllr L Ellam, Cllr J. Pettitt and Cllr C Jarrott.
District Cllrs A. Schmidt and L. Lockwood and County Cllr L. Steeds. 
Absent: District Cllr. P. Killick.
Apologies received: District Cllr. P. Killick.
Public: 9 members of the public were present in addition to District Cllrs A. Schmidt and L. Lockwood and County Cllr L. Steeds.
In Attendance: Clerk to the Council Emma Fulham.
49. To accept apologies for absence.
District Cllr. P. Killick.

50. Declarations of pecuniary and disclosable interests in respect of matters to be discussed.
The Chair reminded the Council to declare when necessary.

51. There will be a period of 10 minutes for questions from members of the public and for reports from County and District Councillors if supplied to be noted. 
There were public questions including a question from a representative from the Fishing Club who raised some queries about the end of their agreement and other options The Chair confirmed the Council had confirmed previously the tenancy would end following the end of the current agreement following the breakdown in communication. Another tenant had been found and the lease would not be renewed but the current club members were free to join the new fishing club when they take over. 
The new horse safety signs were now in place and well received and the property owners who had enabled the process were thanked. 

District Cllr Lockwood reported on the new local plan process which would be constrained by the new planning policy and the greenbelt policy. This was a useful process despite local government reorganisation as it would offer the best protection for the greenbelt. It should be adopted by the end of 2027 and there would be an initial consultation in Spring 2026. She confirmed that neighbourhood plans were still statutory planning documents once adopted and worth completing ASAP. 

County Cllr Steeds reported on the current bridge works. Works would be completed by 12th November, but the road would remain closed until the ancillary and sanitary items were removed hopefully by 13th November although the road closure officially was due to end on 14th November. 
She also reported on the local government reorganisation into two unitary authorities and the mayoral elections. Work on splitting and amalgamating services was extensive and ongoing. 
52. To Approve Minutes from Parish Council meeting held on 8th September 2025
The Council resolved to accept the minutes as a true record. 

53. To consider co-option to the Council.
This item was deferred to a future meeting. 

54. To Appoint Councillors to responsibilities and external committees. 

	Councillor Areas of Responsibility

	Communication

	SALC

	Planning

	Village Hall Committee

	Roads, Ditches

	Grass & Hedges

	Footpaths

	Eliot Place

	Fishing Club

	Local news, CPRE, SCREF

	Gatwick

	Defib & Phonebox

	Clerk performance appraisal and objectives

	Council Events (Litter picking, Footpath clearing)

	Neighbourhood Plan

	Business Plan development


                   All responsibilities were now allocated. 

55. To receive reports from Councillors. 
Cllr King reported all relevant reports had been circulated and there were no further matters to report. 

56. Correspondence. 
The list had been circulated prior to the meeting.
There were no items of note outside of the agenda items. 
Further correspondence on the Fishing Club to Cllr King were also noted. 

57. To consider update on Neighbourhood Plan if available.
Cllr King reported that no further progress had been made. The Council resolved to make progress as a Council and take the matter forward along with any steering group members who wished to be involved. Cllr King would speak to Lisa Siggery about the current status. District Cllr Lockwood also agreed to help with the process.

58. To consider TDC correspondence and meeting on TDC assets
Cllr King reported on the ongoing maintenance costs for taking on the Hall, carpark and playing field from TDC. 
There was no capital cost. 
There were legal costs to cover to transfer the asset which would be the responsibility of the Parish Council. 
After some discussion Cllr King proposed that the Council progress with the asset transfer from Tandridge District Council and instruct Surrey Hills Solicitors to act on the Parish Council’s behalf covering the costs for legal fees from reserves in the 2025/26 financial year and in the first years costs would be covered from reserves/ precept and budgeted for accordingly in the 2026/27 budget and the Council would seek income sources for the future to offset the expenditure. This was unanimously resolved by the Council. 

59. To consider correspondence on Solar Farm and action required. 
Cllr King reported a working party had been set up with Cllr Ellam as Chair to investigate the matter and seek advice and scrutinise as appropriate. 
The working party set up was unanimously resolved. 
Cllr Ellam reported on recent activity including a site visit to a small solar farm in Sussex. 
BP had confirmed they had had an initial consultation with TDC. The Council had also been informed the likely timescale was quarter one of 2026. 
Cllr King suggested an update be circulated to the Parish. 

60. To consider Fishing Club correspondence and action required. 
Cllr King reported the current tenant had been given notice that there will no further renewal of the current tenancy which will end on 1st April and the new tenant negotiations would commence to agreed a new lease. The Council unanimously ratified this decision. 

61. To consider update on social media.
Cllr Pettitt reported on the set up of the Whatsapp group and there are now 97 members. 

62. Finance
(I) To approve accounts for year-to-date 2025/26 
The Council resolved to accept the account summary.
(II) To approve bank reconciliation.
The Council approved the bank reconciliation and these were signed as a true record by the Chair.
(III) To approve expenditure as itemised on the schedule.
The Council resolved to accept the expenditure list totalling £2337.96.
(IV) To consider updated business plan and budget 
The Council resolved to defer the decision to 2nd December. 
(V) To consider precept request 2026/27
The Council resolved to defer the decision to 2nd December. 
63. To review planning applications and ratify application decisions made between meetings.
2025/926 - Church Farm Livery Stables 

Crowhurst Parish Council supported the application in principle subject to time restrictions on floodlighting. 

Unanimously resolved. 

2025/1017 - 6 St Georges Cottages

Crowhurst Parish Council object to this planning application.
 
The proposed plan for the replacement garage/workshop is excessive in scale and bulk and still shows a substantial increase, at least 2 times, the footprint of the existing garage/workshop, far exceeding the 30-40% upper limit of acceptability which given this is Green Belt needs to be justified.
 
We are concerned the proposed design visually intrudes on neighbouring properties privacy with excessive window and door openings which are not in keeping with the local character or existing dwellings form and appearance.
 
A Street view or street scene assessment would be helpful to understand the visual impact on the broader area and intrusion on neighbouring property.  In addition, it would seem the applicant has not implemented the pre application advice given in PA/2025/64 which advised to remove the container and marginally widen current garage.  The proposals continue to be excessive in size and height contrary to policy and reduction in width and depth necessary. 
 
If the applicant was to adhere to the pre application advice given then Crowhurst Parish Council would have no objection to any revised application. 

This decision had been emailed previously to TDC and was duly ratified unanimously by the Council at the meeting. 

2025/1057 - Olive Tree Farm, Bowerland Lane

Crowhurst Parish Council supported the application. 

Unanimously resolved.

64. To consider the open spaces initiative – next step and costs.
The Council resolved to defer the discussion pending further information from SCC and the landowner.  

65. Items for Reporting or Inclusion in Future Agendas.

· Neighbourhood Plan (December)
· Budget and precept. (December)
· Solar Plan (2026) - District Cllr Schmidt raised a point regarding engagement with Lightsource bp by CPC, he advised against engaging with LBP as this might indicate that alternative proposals could be more acceptable and could be taken as indicating tacit support, by CPC, for the overall proposal. his point was noted.

Dates of Next Meetings: 2nd December 2025 
Meeting closed at 9:05pm
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