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CROWHURST  PARISH  COUNCIL


Emma  Fulham, Clerk to Crowhurst Parish Council
Ten Acre Court Cat Street Upper Hartfield TN7 4DT 
e-mail: clerk@crowhurstonline.uk
Telephone/ Answer machine: 01342 822404 


Minutes to the Parish Council Meeting of Crowhurst Parish Council held on Tuesday 
8th September 2025 at 7:50pm in Crowhurst Village Hall. 
(This was later than the agenda start time due to the public meeting over running). 

Cllrs Present: Cllr G King (Chairman), Cllr L Ellam, Cllr J. Pettitt and Cllr C Jarrott.
Absent: District Cllrs. J Duggan, P. Killick and County Cllr Steeds.
Apologies received: None.
Public: Prior to the meeting there was an open forum to discuss the two solar farm proposals. (Nineteen members of the public were present.)
There were fourteen members of the public present for the Parish Council meeting. 
There were no public questions. The Council were thanked for repairing the post for the sign. 
In Attendance: Clerk to the Council Emma Fulham.




29. To accept apologies for absence.
None.

30. Declarations of pecuniary and disclosable interests in respect of matters to be discussed.
The Chair reminded the Council to declare when necessary.

31. There will be a period of 10 minutes for questions from members of the public and for reports from County and District Councillors if supplied to be noted. 
There were no reports and the public meeting prior to the main meeting had been an open forum on the solar farm proposals locally. 
32. To Approve Minutes from Parish Council meeting held on 7th July 2025
The Council resolved to accept the minutes as a true record 
33. To consider co-option to the Council.

This item was deferred to a future meeting. 

34. To Appoint Councillors to responsibilities and external committees. 

	Councillor Areas of Responsibility

	Communication

	SALC

	Planning

	Village Hall Committee

	Roads, Ditches

	Grass & Hedges

	Footpaths

	Eliot Place

	Fishing Club

	Local news, CPRE, SCREF

	Gatwick

	Defib & Phonebox

	Clerk performance appraisal and objectives

	Council Events (Litter picking, Footpath clearing)

	Neighbourhood Plan

	Business Plan development


                   

Cllr King had prepared a paper and would circulate it in due course. 
This item was deferred for agreement to a future meeting. 

35. To receive reports from Councillors. 

Cllr King reported on the improvements to Footpath 250 (Crowhurst Lane to Ardenrun Farm) carried out by SCC following ongoing lobbying from CPC. 
Cllr King reported on the correspondence from the Fishing Club who were disputing the new terms for the new long-term lease. 
The Council resolved to reply to the Fishing Club that a new tender process would be carried out following the Fishing Club’s present refusal to undertake some of the improvement plan and works that had been previously agreed during the original tender process. 

36. Correspondence. 

The list had been circulated prior to the meeting.
There were no items of note outside of the agenda items. 

37. To consider update on Neighbourhood Plan if available.

This item was deferred to a future meeting. 

38. To consider TDC correspondence and meeting on TDC assets

Cllr King reported on recent meetings on the transfer of the TDC assets. The maintenance costs were awaited from TDC and TDC would also be considering the CPC financial position. 
The Council resolved to wait for costs from TDC before deciding on any future asset transfer. 

39. To consider correspondence on Solar Farm and action required. 
(i) Haxted Mead 

	Application:
	2025/644

	Proposal:
	Application for the construction, operation, maintenance, and decommissioning of a ground- mounted solar farm complete with landscaping, associated infrastructure, and temporary construction access, accompanied by an Environmental Statement.

	Location:
	Agricultural Land At Haxted Mead, Lingfield, Surrey, TN8 6PX
 



The Council resolved to object to the application. A draft of the objections would be circulated to Cllrs prior to submission to TDC prior to the extension deadline 25th September 2025. 

(ii) Speckled Wood – No application has yet been received. 
The Council has issued a communication to all residents stating their current position. This being that based on the information currently available to them that they will likely be objecting to the application. The council continue to try and engage with Lightsource bp and will consider any future planning application when it is submitted. 
40. To consider use of social media.

The Council resolved to set up a Whatsapp notification news alert system – Cllr Pettitt would action this. 

41. To consider adopting the Civility and Respect Pledge. 

[bookmark: _Hlk207791214]The Council resolved unanimously to adopt the Civility and Respect Pledge. 

42. To consider signage quote. 

The Council resolved to ratify the expenditure of £400.00 to repair the sign. 

43. Finance
1. To approve accounts for year-to-date 2025/26 
The Council resolved to accept the account summary.
1. To approve bank reconciliation.
The Council approved the bank reconciliation and these were signed as a true record by the Chair. 
1. To approve expenditure as itemised on the schedule.
The Council resolved to accept the expenditure list totalling £221.12
44. To review planning applications and ratify application decisions made between meetings.

There were no further applications to consider at the current time. 

45. To consider 2026 meeting schedule plan and amendment to 2025 meeting dates. 

The Council resolved the following:

2025 

2nd December (additional date). 

2026. 

3rd February (PC)
14th April (Annual Parish Meeting and PC)
5th May (PC)
7th July (PC)
6th October (PC)
1st December (PC)

And reserve dates 

3rd March 
2nd June
8th September 
3rd November 

46. To consider development of business plan and budget planning. 

Cllr King would circulate this and would try to update this discussion with Cllrs outside of a formal meeting and bring an updated version back to the Council for approval. 

47. To consider the open spaces initiative – next step and costs. (Formerly known as the Kissing Gate initiative)

The Council resolved to defer this matter until further research had been carried out. 

48. Items for Reporting or Inclusion in Future Agendas.

Cllr responsibilities
Business Plan and budget
Open spaces initiative
Fishing Club update
TDC transfer asset update
Solar Farm update

Dates of Next Meetings: 10th November 2025 
Meeting closed at 9:15pm
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